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After the initial pleasantries I indicated to the Acting Minister of Interior 
that the major purpose of ny trip to Argentina was to better understand the 
Argentine perspective and to have the opportunity tocutline to them the United 
States' view as I save it. The Acting Minister expressed appreciation and said 
he wished to have a completely frank exchange. I asked whether he would 
describe the essence of the situation in Argentina as he perceived it. 

He began by saying that in order to understand what is going on in Argentina 
one must begin with the realization that Argentina is involved in an all-out 
war to the death. It is the target of aggressive designs from abroad and of 
subversive penetration from within. Few outside Argentina realize the degree 
to which Argentina was threatened by chaos and anarchy. The Armed Forces 
have taken over in order to save the country — and to save it they must eradi- 
cate completely the Marxist subversives and terrorists who threaten it. 

I assured the A ting Minister that the United States understands the very 

difficult situa ion which faced the military when they took power on torch 2h. 

We agree that tne defeat of the terrorists must be a primary objective of the 

government and we wish them well in that endeavor. I noted that the United 

States itself has recently passed through some very difficult years. Indeed, 
we had experienced our own terrorist problems which differed from Argentina' s 

only in degree. Further, the United States has experienced in the past 15 
years the assassination of one president, the decision of another not to stand 
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for re-election because his policies had been repudiated, the ouster of a third 
because he broke the law and the trauma of the war in Viet Han. But the U. S. 
has emerged from this difficult period as an extraordinarily healthy country 
with its values intact and an unquestioned rule of law. Perhaps because of the 
dark years through which we have just passed, there has been on the part of the 
.American people a certain turning to the basic values upon which our country 
was originally founded. The American people want those values reflected in the 
public life of the nation, both in its domestic and foreign policies. Reflect- 
ing then in domestic policies is one thing; to do so in foreign policy is a 
more complicated and difficult task. But it is a task which the mandate of the 
American people imposes on the Executive Branch of the Government. 

I vent on to say that Argentina must try to understand this change through 
which the U. S. has passed and the degree to which values will be emphasized in 
U. S. policy. It would be a mistake to conclude that concern with human rights- 
in the U. E. is simply part of a leftist conspiracy. The U. 3. congressmen who 
have raised the human rights issue with respect to Argentina are serious and 
well-intentioned men. It would be a grave mistake to see them in other terms. 

I suggested to the Acting Minister that given these concerns of the U. S., 
sound tactics night suggest that the Argentine Government, in its i,-ar to control 
subversion, had nothing to gain from exposing a flank represented by its friend 
and ally, the United States. The American public, I said, understands that 
Argentina is at war, but even in a war governments have the obligation to observe 
the lavr. The American public, I pointed out, simply does not understand when an 
American citizen is tortured or held incommunicado by the authorities in Argen- 
tina or anywhere else in the world. I asked if he v/as aware that Gvenda May 
Loken was one of Congressman Fraser’ s constituents. 

The Acting Minister said he had not been aware of that. He admitted that there 
are excesses. He said that unfortunately in this, as in any war, including the 
war recently fought by the U. S. in Viet Kam, those actually doing the fighting, 
sometimes go too far, and while it was true that the majesty of the law should 
remain enshrined, the law was in fact often dictated by the theatre commander. 
This was deplorable, but was one of the facts of life. 

I egree-d that in Viet Ham, as indeed in all previous wars, troops and security 
forces were guilty of excesses and may Indeed have violated the law and the 
human rights wh. 'h they are sworn to uphold. I stressed, however, that in these 
cases it is the responsibility of the government to correct such violations and 
bring those responsible to justice. 

The Acting Minister said that he would like to be completely off the record in 
assuring me that the Argentine Government is indeed punishing those in the 
security farces who are guilty of violations of human rights. He stressed, 
however, that they, are doing so behind the scenes. The government does not 
wish to publicize such measures because it might give aid and -comfort to the 
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enemy. I said I was glad to hear that such measures were being taken, because 
it was important, while waging the war, to also begin preparing the peace, 
which included emphasis on rule of law. I noted, that one of the most difficult 
things in war is to reconcile the necessities of military operations and public 
sensitivities. I stressed that the latter were extremely important and should 
not be ignored. To illustrate, I noted that Congressman Drinan, who had 
recently visited Argentina, had crane with one view and returned with another. 

In my conversations with him after his return to the United States, I had noted 
a realization that the situation in Argentina was more complex and ambiguous 
than he had believed before his trip. I noted that the Fraser Subcommittee has 
also recently acknowledged in private that it had been one-sided in its choice 
of witnesses. It wished to be fair and balanced. This simply illustrated, I 
said, that there was no disposition in the United States to condemn Argentina 
out of hand. On the contrary, there was a great reservoir of goal will and a 
disposition to give the Argentine Government every benefit of the doubt. The 
American people and Congress are willing to be persuaded by the facts of the 
matter, but do attach great importance to the rule of law. 

The Acting Minister said this was very important and was welcome news. He 
stressed that the Argentine Government wished to re-establish a democratic 
system of government, but this must be preceded by the eradication of terrorism 
and by a change of attitudes and by a reordering and restructuring of the poli- 
tical system. This government, he said, does not wish to make the same mistake 
past military governments have cade. It does not wish to rush precipitately to 
elections and a return to something which turns out to be early the facade of 
democracy. 

I concluded by noting that it seemed to me our two countries shared basic 
values — the same values which the American people wish reflected in their 
public lives are the ones which the present Argentine Government says it 
wishes to re-establish in Argentina. 

The Acting Minister agreed. 3!e asked off the record if we thought it might be 
useful if his government invited Congressman Fraser to visit Argentina. Before 
I had a chance to respond, however, the Acting Minister was called away to 
accompany the President to receive the credentials of the new Spanish Ambassador^ 
In departing I said I would think over his question and be in touch with him at 
the end of the week. 



